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Why We Must Pay Attention 
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With 10 to 15% paylines at some institutes (or even less), the 

current situation makes grant evaluation nearly impossible and is 

putting truly excellent laboratories out of business. In the spirit of 

“never waste a good crisis,” a serious evaluation of many NIH 

extramural policies and programs is warranted. They include 

centers and other large collective funding efforts as well as 

expensive clinical and epidemiological research. 

Rosbash M.  Science 2011; 333:136 



The overall goal of the Common’s Fund’s Health Care 

System (HCS) Collaboratory is to strengthen the national 

capacity to implement cost-effective large-scale research 

studies that engage health care delivery organizations as 

research partners.  The aim of the program is to provide a 

framework of implementation methods and best practices 

that will enable the participation of many health care 

systems in clinical research… 





ASCERT: Leveraging Registries 

Weintraub et al, NEJM 2012; 366: 1467-76 



Embedded clinical trials into cohort studies  

already exist! 

NHLBI Workshop held April 
8-9, 2013 

 Findings from the cohort 

study 

 Cohort studies 

infrastructure 

 Registries 

 Partnerships with 

stakeholders 



 Very strong need to change the way we do clinical trials 

 Pragmatic 

 Large-scale 

 Unanswered clinical questions 

 Benefit or advantage of cohorts, registries or large 

clinical databases 

 Low-cost R01s 

NHLBI-NIH view 




